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Reflection from the Board Chair
and the Executive Director
The 2005-2006 fiscal year marked a significant milestone
for the Durham Family Court Clinic in that we celebrated our
25th Anniversary. The most consistent theme of this past
year has been Change - change in our organizational
structure, change in programs introduced into the Durham
Family Court Clinic, change in staffing, and change in
accountability procedures. Staff of the Durham Family Court
Clinic should be commended for their patience,
commitment, and flexibility in accepting and adapting to an
ever evolving organization as we have now helped to build
a stronger foundation for future growth and stability. What
has been most rewarding through this process of change is
the adherence to a vision - a vision of the promise of a
brighter future for children and families in our community.
The Durham Family Court Clinic has not swayed from this
vision throughout this period of transition and growth. As
noted by Joel Barker, “Vision without action is merely a
dream. Action without vision just passes the time. Vision
with action can change the world.” Thank you to all staff,
the Board of Directors and volunteers of the Durham Family
Court Clinic for effectively combining vision with action so
we can greet the future with enthusiasm and optimism.
One of our newest programs at the Durham Family Court
Clinic, the Early Intervention/Violence Prevention Program,
had a remarkable year with respect to the number of youth
served. We had anticipated that 400 youth in schools
would participate in various presentations and workshops
regarding violence prevention and this number actually
exceeded 6,000. We have made an agency decision to
provide only the Violence Prevention Program and efforts
are being made to secure additional funding through a five
year grant proposal for an Early Intervention Program
specific to youth at risk of gang involvement.
The Durham Family Court Clinic has welcomed the
Intensive Support and Supervision Program to our service
delivery spectrum. This program is specific to youth in
conflict with the law who have a diagnosed serious mental
illness. Please see page 11 for a program summary. The
Durham Family Court Clinic also received one-time funding
from the Ontario Victim Services Secretariat for the
provision of training and education with respect to
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Executive Director

Reducing the Risk of Internet Luring of Children.
Through funds generated by the Seeds of Hope campaign,
we were able to expand service delivery to youth who were
not Court-mandated to receive counselling. Treatment
groups were provided to address issues of bullying as well
as a Summer program to provide structured activity and
support to at risk youth.
During this past fiscal year, the Durham Family Court Clinic
has carried through on its commitment of program
evaluation to ensure service delivery is research-based and
to monitor outcome measures. To date, the Community
Support Team and Mediation Services have had
evaluations completed and are in the process of
implementing recommendations made in the evaluations.
Mediation Services of the Durham Family Court Clinic was
successful in its bid for a two year contract with the Ministry
of the Attorney General. This new contract runs from April
1, 2006 to March 31, 2008.
The Collaborative Day Treatment Program is currently
reviewing service delivery to ensure that it is in keeping with
the youth who attend the program. Efforts are being made
to implement hands-on learning in various trades to assist
youth in successful transitioning to other academic settings
or employment opportunities.
The Ministry of Children and Youth Services, and the
Ministry of Children and Youth Services, Youth Justice
Branch have provided much needed fiscal funding to the
Durham Family Court Clinic. We are most grateful for the
funds received from the Ministry.
On a personal note from the Executive Director, I will be
leaving the Durham Family Court Clinic this summer. At this
time, I would like to express my thanks and gratitude to the
staff, Board of Directors, and the community for allowing me
to be a part of a system that is truly committed to the wellbeing of children, youth and families. It has been an honour
and a privilege to be the Executive Director of the Durham
Family Court Clinic and I wish each and everyone of you
the best in your future endeavours.

Jim Bradfield
Board Chair
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2005 Annual General Meeting
Once again our Annual General Meeting (AGM) was well attended by stakeholders and community guests. In keeping
with recent tradition, there was an informative presentation with Jarek Baginski and Laura LeRoux providing an overview
of the agency’s new Violence Prevention and Early Intervention Programs.
During the celebratory portion of the AGM, the DFCC recognized the following staff for their years of dedication: Jarek
Baginski, Tracey Sayer and Darlene Murphy for 5 years of service and Debbie Salsbury for 15 years of service. The Family
Mediation and Information Service was also recognized for completing 5 years of service. Many donors, sponsors and
special granting bodies were as well recognized for their generous support. As a very special component of the AGM,
we celebrated the accomplishments of two former DFCC youth clients (see below for details).

Youth Recognition Award
The Youth Recognition Award is presented to current
and/or former DFCC clients who demonstrate leadership
and perseverance in overcoming adversity. At the 2005
AGM, two former DFCC clients, Mary and Jack, were
recognized for their unique accomplishments.
The following is an edited version of a letter written by
Mary:
I would like to express my sincere gratitude for the
continuous efforts of the Durham Family Court Clinic. I am
flattered and honoured to be a recipient of a Youth
Achievement Award. The bursary has already been put
into paying back my tuition loan, and the award is hung
with pride in my office. I will forever cherish the
recognition.
I would like to acknowledge the efforts of the (DFCC) staff.
I think what you do is so important and necessary for so
many young people who, without your organization may
never find themselves as you helped me to do. The
compassionate support and trusting environment youth
encounter at the DFCC allows us to feel safe, valued and
heard. Our innermost potentials are recognized and
revealed through challenges, and we learn to never give
up. The magnitude of impact that you make in the lives of
youths and their families is inexpressible, but know that
our lives are forever indebted to yours. You have done so
much for me throughout my life, and I am so lucky to have
been connected with such genuinely remarkable people.
I am truly grateful for everything the DFCC stands for, as
you have changed, and quite possibly saved, my life. I
am not the person I was when we met, and I can finally
be proud of who I have become. Sometimes people just
need one person in their life to show them what they’ve
neglected to see, and a world of difference will be made.
Thank you.
Sincerely,
Mary

The following is an edited version of the speech used by
DFCC staff to introduce Jack to AGM guests:
Jack began his history with the DFCC in July 2002.
During this time, Jack could be best described as an
angry, disenchanted youth with few hopes and a belief
that he had been abandoned by his family (and) the
system.
(As Jack’s time with the DFCC continued, he) had to
transition from a highly structured group home
environment to an independent living situation. With
minimal coping skills and even fewer life skills, Jack
managed to find a place in a rooming house.
Surrounded by drug addicts, prostitution and people
living day to day, he managed somehow to survive.
Everyday tasks like making meals, managing his money,
finding things to do with his time, establishing
relationships and maintaining his schedule of
appointments was overwhelming and all consuming for
him.
Despite the odds, Jack remained determined to “make it”.
Eventually, he found a room to rent in a house free of
violence, a place were he was seen as an equal and a
home whereby he could establish a sense of security.
Since then, Jack has obtained employment, has
established healthy routines and a lifestyle which is
productive and meaningful. He has maintained a positive
relationship with his girlfriend and has demonstrated a
capacity to be a loving and supportive partner.
Today Jack has successfully triumphed over many of the
issues which overwhelmed him for most of his life. He has
embodied a determination and tenacity to become
someone that many never thought he would be and most
importantly has determined that living for the future is
better and more productive than dwelling on the past.
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Seeds of Hope
In reflection, the 2005-2006 fiscal year is a year to
celebrate. Our three-year Ontario Trillium Foundation (OTF)
grant supported several integrated initiatives that allowed us
to achieve many successes including raising a record amount
of financial and in-kind support for our Seeds of Hope
campaign. New programs and initiatives allowed us to serve
an impressive number of new clients and improve services
offered to existing clients. The last major components of our
new communications materials were also completed, with the
DFCC’s new website being launched in December 2005,
and the Spring of 2006 seeing the publication of our
revamped ‘YOU’ newsletter.
To celebrate our 25th Anniversary, the agency held it’s first
Charity Dinner & Theatre Night. Many of our long-time
sponsors, including TD Waterhouse, supported this event
allowing us to raise almost $25,000 for the Seeds of Hope
campaign. The event was sold out weeks in advance and we
were honoured by the attendance of so many Friends.
Three years ago during strategic planning, the DFCC set the
ambitious goal to serve 50 new children, youth and/or
families. In response to this goal we established, through the
Seeds of Hope campaign, our Sibs Pilot Project. During the
2005-2006 fiscal year, the agency received annualized
funding from the Ministry of Children and Youth Services for
an expanded version of this program. Now known as the
Violence Prevention and Early Intervention Program, these
new services served over 6,000 elementary and high school
students during the past fiscal year. Demand and feedback
from schools and referral sources, clearly demonstrate the
benefits of these programs and the importance of investing in
campaign initiatives.
New to the fiscal year was the Reducing the Risk of Internet
Luring and Sexual Exploitation of Children initiative. This
project was funded by the Government of Ontario, Ministry
of the Attorney General, Ontario Victim Services Secretariat
Community Projects Grant Program. The grant allows the
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DFCC to provide two free full-day professional workshops,
ten free Community Workshops to parents and concerned
citizens and training to our Violence Prevention Program staff
to provide ongoing workshops to elementary and high school
students. With the implementation of these three components,
it is estimated that over 500 people will be served by these
initiatives in the next fiscal year.
Our new Connecting Kids to their Community and
Connecting Kids to Counselling campaign initiatives have
proven to be very successful. Results over the past year
include 29 children, youth and parents served by our AfterSchool Group Programs, a combination of over 5,000
healthy breakfasts, snacks and lunches served to youth in our
Nutrition Program, and over 100 youth being assisted by
various camp, sports, recreational and educational excursion
activities which promote the development of healthy
behaviours, attitudes and life skills. Community leaders
supporting such initiatives are many and include the S’port
for Kids Foundation and the City of Oshawa. This past year
also saw over 30 youth clients and families assisted through
our Christmas Food and Gift Program.
Extremely important to upcoming Seeds of Hope initiatives,
including urgent support to the Collaborative Day Treatment
Program, is the donation that we received from the Tim
Hortons’ 2005 Smile Cookie campaign. Tim Hortons’
franchise owners in Durham Region, their dedicated staff,
many generous customers and the Tim Hortons’ corporate
staff all worked together to make possible a donation of over
$25,000 to our charitable campaign.
Also to be acknowledged is the DFCC’s Board of Directors for
their support, as individuals and as a group, to Resource
Development and the Seeds of Hope campaign. On a sad
note, the year saw the end of Gwen Humphrey’s OTF funded
contract. During the year and a half that Gwen was with us,
she improved database and administrative efficiencies, helped
run some great events, made outreach to many faith groups
and also increased support to the Nutrition Program and to our
client families over the holiday season. The DFCC would also
like to acknowledge marketing consultant, Paul Andrew Smith
RGD, for his extensive support in helping the agency move
forward with our OTF funded communications projects.
During this past fiscal year, the DFCC also began a new cycle
of strategic planning. Since Resource Development is an
expression of this plan and its vision, there will no doubt be
changes in departmental priorities and new defined opportunities to serve our clients and community, with the next annual
report providing new and exciting highlights. Until then, this
report concludes with a heartfelt expression of gratitude to
those who have worked so hard to manage all this amazing
development, to our supporters - Volunteers, Friends, Donors,
Sponsors and Granting Bodies for having faith in us and for
investing in the Seeds of Hope and The Promise of a Brighter
Future for Our Kids campaign.

The Promise of a Brighter Future for our Kids
April 1, 2005 - March 31, 2006
The Durham Family Court Clinic gratefully acknowledges the following organizations
and individuals for their generous financial and in-kind support

CHAMPIONS ($5000 or greater)

CONTRIBUTORS ($100 - $499)

Class Act Dinner Theatre, Catering & Banquet Halls
(The) Corporation of the City of Oshawa
Government of Ontario through the Ministry of
the Attorney General
Microsoft Canada (Community Affairs)
(The) Ontario Trillium Foundation
S'port for Kids Foundation
TD Waterhouse Canada Inc.
Tim Hortons (2005 Smile Cookie Campaign)

Anne & Paul Arsenault
Jack Barclay
Baseline Community Centre
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints
Consulting Principles Ltd.
Yvonne Davies
Durham Regional Police Association Inc.
Hardiman Mount & Associates Insurance Brokers Ltd.
Holiday Inn Express - Whitby
Gwen Humphreys
Investors Group
Kedron United Church
Carol Kennedy
Natalie MacDonald
Pickering Pentecostal Church
Rotary Club of Ajax
Salvation Army Family Services, Oshawa
Olwen Sigsworth
United Way of Ajax-Pickering-Uxbridge
Vicky Visca
Whitby Chamber of Commerce
WindReach Farm
Worden Insurance Brokers Ltd.
(The) Youth Centre

BENEFACTORS ($1000 - $4999)
CAW-TCA Canada Local 222 (Social Justice Fund)
Detox Environmental Ltd
Durham Regional Police Service - Food & Toy Drive
Durham Regional Police Services Board
Holmes & Brakel Business Interiors
KX 96 New Country FM
Mackie Harley-Davidson
Metroland, Durham Division
Ministry of Children & Youth Services
(Peterborough Family Resource Centre)
Motorcity Saturn
Northminster United Church
Optimist Club of Uxbridge
Oshawa’s Oldies CKDO
Print Three
St. George's Anglican Church
Thorsons EVT
Toronto Raptors Foundation
Whitby Hydro Energy Corporation
(The) William Frank Hayball Charitable Foundation

SPONORS ($500 - $999)
Baagwating Community Association
Elementary Teachers' Federation of Ontario,
Durham Teachers’
(The) Home Depot, Ajax
Knights of Columbus Council 10236 St. Bernadette’s Roman Catholic Church
OECTA Durham Secondary
Ontario Power Generation
Salvation Army Family Services, Ajax
St. Therese Catholic Church
Syvan Developments Ltd.
Trafalgar Castle School Students

Total Seeds of Hope
Fundraising Contributions
Financial & In-Kind*

$211,349
*The DFCC gratefully acknowledges all those who have
contributed to our Seeds of Hope campaign through direct
support and/or participation in our fundraising activities. The
agency takes great care to accurately record all donations and
regrets any errors or omissions. The DFCC publishes donor names
only when consent has been provided.
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*76% of contributions are financial. In-kinds do not include prize
or auction donations.
Charity Registration: 13019-6306-RR0001
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The DFCC gratefully acknowledges the following companies and organizations:

For supporting the Seeds of Hope campaign by hosting a charity event:
Beate Ritchie (charity luncheon)
Durham Regional Police Service (Food & Toy Drive)
St. George’s Anglican Church
Trafalgar Castle School Students (Annual Charity Bazaar)
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints
Kedron United Church
Pickering Pentecostal Church
Salvation Army Family Services/The Salvation Army
Tim Hortons’ 2005 Smile Cookie Campaign
For providing the agency with discounts:
Consulting Principles Ltd.
Canadian Charity Association
Durham Family YMCA
Grand & Toy, Oshawa
Staples - Business Depot, Oshawa
The DFCC would also like to thank:
Our many Friends and those who volunteered time to assist us. During this fiscal year, 465 hours were
donated to the agency.
The DFCC gratefully acknowledges the support received from our Nevada locations.
The DFCC would also like to thank the Ontario Trillium Foundation for its generous three-year grant.
The Ontario Trillium Foundation, an agency of the Ministry of Culture, receives
annually $100 million of government funding generated through Ontario's charity
casino initiative. The Foundation allocates grants to eligible charitable and not-forprofit organizations in the arts and culture, environment, human and social services,
and sports and recreation sectors.

A poem written for a DFCC staff member
You are the person I most admire,
The kind I’d like to be
A guardian angel who cared enough,
To help me discover me
One day I hope to touch a life,
The way that you touched mine
Through examples of love and trust,
You helped me learn to shine
Though life moves forward
And lives move apart,
Pieces of you remain behind,
With gratitude in my heart
You will be my friend forever,
A part of everything I do
When I need strength all I need,
Is look inside of me for you.
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2003
2004

2004
2005

2005
2006

824
481

716
446

908
480

28
190
87
114
21
-

36
148
87
103
14
-

48
166
59
118
17
43
6

Gender Breakdown/Youth in Conflict with the Law & Day Treatment
Male
64%
Female
36%

69%
31%

69%
31%

Nature of Offences (Youth in Conflict with the Law)
Against persons
Sex offences
Against property
Provincial & other
Breaches
Total number of offences

57
9
95
17
75
253

111
26
84
19
78
318

132
22
96
23
152
425

-

-

6,886

To Separating & Divorcing Families
Mediation Service:
Mediation referrals (On & Off site)
Mediation cases closed in the year
Cases mediated

468
423
393

414
415
375

580
575
533

Outcomes:
Full agreement
Partial agreement
No agreement
% of cases not represented by lawyer
% of cases Court action had started

58%
11%
23%
10%
47%

55%
12%
33%
40%
60%

61%
12%
26%
29%
69%

Information & Referral Service
Calls
Drop Ins
Parent Information Program

2,153
509
91

1,952
763
120

2,126
1,742
153

3
33%

3
17%

0
n/a

22

27

TOTAL CASES SERVED:
Total # of Children & Youth Served:
(not including Mediation)
To High Risk Youth/Youth in Conflict with the Law
Assessments (Sect. 34/Probation)
Community Support Team
Collaborative Day Treatment Program
Direct Consultation youth in conflict with the law
Direct Consultation Non youth in conflict with the law
Early Intervention Program
TAPP-C Assessments

Students at VPP Presentations
(June 6, 2005 - March 31, 2006)

Custody and/or Access Assessment Service
Custody & Access Assessments
% of clents on Legal Aid
To Families involved in the Child Welfare System
Parenting Capacity Assessments
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Board of Directors
Past Chair:
Chair:
Vice-Chair:
Treasurer:
Secretary:

Sharon Steel
Jim Bradfield
Dr. Carla Baetz
Jeff Salter
Richard Kennelly

Members at Large
Jack Barclay
Penny Contreras
Shelley Dagome
Gloria Krampp

Terri McCabe
Laurie Pietras
Caroline Smaglinskie

Summer Students
Jessica Arsenault
Nicole Fogal

Community Support Team
CST Manager
Kristy Baynton
Deborah Benner*
Derek Forster
Debbie Salsbury

Vicky Visca

Clinical Director
Business Manager

Assessment Manager

Yvonne Davies

Service Admin Coordinators
Anne Arsenault
Carol Kennedy
Julie Dreger-Jensen (Receptionist)

Consultants
Technology
Mr. R. Johnston - Consulting Principles Ltd.
Mr. Greg Stanley-Horn - Athena Software

Legal
Iller Campbell & Associates
O’Flynn Weese Tausendfreund

Auditor

Karyn Dingle*

Assessors
Jennifer Barnett*
Derek Forster
Bea Hancock
Bev LeMay
Andra Norberg

Debbie Salsbury
Anne Sheehan
Kim Tilden
Cheryl Tsagarakis

Early Intervention/
Violence Prevention Program
Program Manager
Jarek Baginski

EIP/VPP Worker

CA

Laura LeRoux Olaoye

Psychiatry

Collaborative Day Treatment

Dr. R. Meen
Dr. Lemke
Dr. M. Sundaralingam

Program Manager

Psychology

Jarek Baginski

W. Ammons
D. Costin
P. Marshall
M. Schwartz
J. Worling

Day Treatment Team Leader
Peggy Van Staveren

Youth & Family Workers

Marketing/Web Consultant
Paul Andrew Smith

Kim Tilden
Stephanie Turner
Cheryl Tsagarakis

Assessment Service

Bonnie Gagné
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Shervon Dayle - Centennial College
Tatiana Gazeikina - Fleming College
Cory Heisler - Centennial College
Lori Perry - Fleming College

CST Team

Executive Director

Dr.
Dr.
Dr.
Dr.
Dr.

Placement Students

Gary Brooks

Staff

Michael Sullivan
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R.G.D.

- IMAGE design group

Rhonda Gagnon*
Lynne Goulborn
Jennifer Matesic

Paul Paget
Diane VanDerster
Jennifer Winstanley
(one to one worker)

Teachers
Michael Guitard-McDonnell
Ann Henderson - EA
Linda Kennedy
Rich LaFoy*

Roster Mediators
Heather Baker
Warren Briggs
Karyn Dingle*
Sal Garofolo
Valerie Hazlett-Parker*
Ayse Hitchins

Family Mediation
& Info Service

Parent Information Program

Mediation Coordinator

Consultants

Tracey Sayer

Info & Referral Coordinators
Elaine Ellison
Ayse Hitchins
Alison McArthur
Al Wilkinson

On Site Mediators
Al Wilkinson
Ayse Hitchins
Alison McArthur

Darlene Murphy
Alison McArthur
Andra Norberg
Marianne Perz
Tracey Sayer
Terri Van Exan

Andra Norberg
Jonathan Paynter
Brian Evans
Joanne Ferguson
Joanne Francis

Valerie Hazlett-Parker
Gregory Price

Resource Development
Manager
Natalie MacDonald

Event & Volunteer Coordinator
Gwen Humphreys*

*Resigned/Contract ended during the year

Agency Mission
The Durham Family Court Clinic is an innovative, not-for-profit, charitable, progressive organization that is dedicated to
fostering a healthy and safe community by enhancing and supporting the well-being of children, youth and families who
have, or may have, involvement with the legal system.

Mandate and Philosophy
To provide a spectrum of counselling, assessment, and
mediation, services to meet the individualized needs of the
clients we serve within our community.
The Durham Family Court Clinic believes that:
• all people have the right to live in a safe, healthy, caring
society, free from violence, discrimination, abuse, poverty
and fear;
• dignity, uniqueness, diversity, and worth of each child,
youth and family is paramount and we endeavour to
ensure their potential for growth and change while
building upon their strengths and potential community
supports;
• best practices include a client-focused, comprehensive,
multi-disciplinary, community-based approach;
• personal growth and change is fostered through
relationships which are characterized by honesty, trust,
respect and care;

• we are committed to increasing public awareness about
social problems as a means of addressing client needs
and community safety;
• it is important to remain cognizant of the ever changing
trends and expectations and we embrace the challenges
with flexibility, commitment, and determination;
• it is vital that our personnel is socially aware and
responsive and that they strive to provide relevant,
innovative, and creative services while adhering to the
highest professional standards and ethics;
• the organization’s delivery of high quality service hinges
upon recruiting and retaining highly qualified personnel
who are provided with an environment that is respectful,
supportive to ongoing training and education, and that
stimulates creativity and inspiration.
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Agency History
The Durham Family Court Clinic was founded in August of
1980 with a mandate to provide assessments and service
brokerage for youth in conflict with the law appearing
before the Durham Family Court. Family mediation was
introduced into the agency in 1981, initially by way of
professionals donating their time, and since 1999, through
funding by the Ministry of the Attorney General.
Child welfare and custody and access assessments were
introduced into the mandate in 1985 as were assessments
for youth in conflict with the law over the age of 16 years.
These assessments were provided and continue to be
provided on a fee-for-service basis.
In 1988, we expanded delivery of service to include the
Community Support Team funded through the Ministry of
Community & Social Services. The following year, agencies
in the Durham, Peterborough, and Four Counties regions
came together to form the Young Offender Management
Council to facilitate collaboration and this Council continues
to date as the Youth Justice Partnership Council.
In 1994, the Collaborative Day Treatment Program was
created and continues to date with two Section 20
Classrooms. Stakeholders include Probation Services,
Durham Children's Aid Society, Family Guidance
International, and the Durham District School Board.
In 1998, we committed to Fund Raising as an integral
component of the organization's future and these initiatives
eventually launched our 'Seeds of Hope' campaign which
continues to grow strong at present.
In 2003, funding was received from the federal
government's Community Mobilization Program to assist
siblings of youth in conflict with the law served by the DFCC
on a pilot project basis. The program was a great success
and was continued through fund raised dollars. In 2005,
annualized funding was received through the Ministry of
Children and Youth Services to expand the program to an
Early Intervention & Violence Prevention Program.
In 2006, the Intensive Support and Supervision Program
was introduced as a new service, funded by the Ministry of
Children and Youth Services, Youth Justice Branch.

Services Provided
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The DFCC has extensive expertise in issues pertaining to
separation and divorce, child welfare, and youth in conflict
with the law matters. Assessment, mediation, counselling
and psycho-educational programs are provided. Issues of
domestic violence, poverty, the lack of resources for parents
and families are common themes, which underlie many of
our clients'need for service. Children and adolescents seen
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by the DFCC often have unaddressed mental health and
victimization issues as well as educational deficits.
Understanding and addressing systemic and underlying
issues for youth and their families enable community groups,
like the DFCC, to create effective programs and partnerships
to promote viable solutions which foster a healthy and safe
community.

Services Available to the Public:
Violence Prevention Program is designed to change
school culture regarding violence and bullying through
workshops and school assemblies. It provides a message of
violence alternative solutions to students and teachers at
schools, and to youth in other community settings.
Family Mediation and Information Service provides
separating and divorcing clients with free On-site (at Court)
and affordable Off-site family mediation, a resource and
referral service, and a free Parent Information Program.
Custody and Access Assessments are available
directly to the public on a fee-for-service basis for the
purpose of providing clinical reports and recommendations
to the Court regarding the best interests of the child(ren) in
separation and divorce matters.

Services Offered on a Referral Basis:
Community Support Team provides long-term, mobile
and multi-systemic therapeutic counselling support to youth
in conflict with the law and their families. By building a
trusting relationship with clients, an interdisciplinary team
encourages the development of coping strategies, life skills
and self-confidence to direct positive change. Also
provided are various individual, group and family therapy
programs and therapeutic camp programs.
Collaborative Day Treatment Program provides, in
partnership, a therapeutic milieu for youth experiencing
chronic difficulty coping in the educational system. Through
individualized therapeutic and academic approaches, the
program strives to establish a successful learning experience
that will promote the youths' knowledge, skills and values
and to enhance their life options.
Clinical Assessment Services provides clinical reports
and recommendations to the Court upon their request for the
following areas: Youth in Conflict with the Law Assessments,
Custody and Access Assessments and Parenting Capacity
Assessments.
Intensive Support and Supervision Program
provides a clinically focused, community based, individualized program for youth in conflict with the law diagnosed
with a serious mental illness. Diagnostic and psychoeducational assessments, and individual, family and group
counselling and support are provided.

ISSP

Intensive Support and Supervision Program

The Intensive Support and Supervision Program (ISSP) is the
newest addition to the Durham Family Court Clinic. A joint
proposal by the Durham Family Court Clinic and
Peterborough Youth Services received approval by the
Ministry of Children and Youth Services, Youth Justice Branch.
The ISSP is an option of the Youth Criminal Justice Act which
attempts to address the underlying causes of youth crime. The
ISSP:
• Addresses criminogenic risk factors in the context of the
young person’s needs;
• Considers factors in the young person’s environment that
are contributing to his/her offending behaviour;
• Offers individualized, youth-specific mental health
intervention;
• Treatment plans are developed in collaboration with the
young person, family and others;
• Builds on the strengths of the young person and family to
make and sustain change;
• Employs interventions that are evidence based;
• Establishes a treatment plan to engage ongoing community
support beyond the young person’s sentence.
Services are intended to:
• Reduce the risk of recidivism through targeted and effective
rehabilitation and reintegration strategies;
• Provide community safety through monitoring compliance
with Court orders and reinforcing accountability;
• Expand the range of appropriate alternatives to custody in
Ontario and reduce the use of custody in circumstances
where it is not determined to be the most effective measure;
• Respond to the identified need for intensive support and
supervision for young persons with mental health or other
special needs entering the youth justice system in keeping
with the prohibition of the use of custody as a substitute for
appropriate mental health or other social measures (section
39(5) YCJA).

Early Onset Major Psychiatric Disorders:
• Schizophrenia spectrum disorders
• Mood disorders (major depressive disorder, bipolar
disorder which may include chronic suicidal or self harming
behaviour)
• Severe anxiety disorders (post traumatic stress disorder,
severe social anxiety disorder, obsessive/compulsive
disorders)
Developmental Delay:
• Pervasive Developmental Disorders (e.g. Asperger’s
Disorder)
• Global Intelligence Delay (mild retardation, borderline IQ)
Dual Diagnoses:
• Developmental Delay and Early Onset Major Psychiatric
Disorders
The goals of the ISSP are:
• To provide intensive services to assist the young person and
their family with their identified needs and the young
person’s mental health issues;
• To strengthen emotional, physical, and psychological wellbeing of the young person;
• To reduce re-offending;
• To reduce the reliance on the use of custody sentences for
the young person; and
• Transition planning to other mental health services.
Referrals are made by Case Managers as a condition of a
Probation Order.

The ISSP will provide clinically focused, community-based
individualized programs designed to deliver services
appropriate to the young person’s level of functioning and to
target those specific needs or problems that are recognized
as contributing to the young person’s offending behaviour.
The intent of the ISSP is to provide service to youth in conflict
with the law who have serious mental health issues and,
based on the seriousness of their offence(s) and offence
history, would likely have been sentenced to custody.
The young person must have one or more
of the following disorders to be eligible to
participate in the program:
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The DFCC gratefully acknowledges the
Ministry of Children & Youth ServicesYouth Justice Services, the Ministry of
the Attorney General, the Ministry of
Children & Youth-Children Services,
Durham District School Board, Human
Resources Development Canada,
Durham Children’s Aid Society and
Family Guidance International for their
continuous support for the children,
youth and families of our community.
Copies of the audited statements for
the year ending March 31st, 2006
are available upon request from the
Durham Family Court Clinic
905.436.6754.

Dur ham Family Court Clinic
ASSESSMENT • MEDIATION • COUNSELLING SERVICES

44 R ICHMOND S TREET W., S TE 201
O SHAWA , O NTARIO L1G 1C7
T EL : 905.436.6754
FAX : 905.725.0845
dfcc@dfcc.org
www.dfcc.org

seeds
of
hope

